
C A RUSSELL

One Hundred Years Ago
(with extracts from the Alpine Journal)

(Plates 52- 56)

From Randa to the Weisshorn hut in 7 hr. Next day, left at 6.30.
Breakfast place 11.30. Up to here snow powdery and deep. Passage of

the rocky arc~te in SS min. Rocks dry. Final arete nearly all ice. Last 2 hrs.
continuous cutting. Summit 14.50. Weather superb and absolutely calm.

The first winter ascent of the Weisshorn, by way of the E ridge, was one of
a number of successful expedition~ completed in the settled conditions
experienced in many parts of the Alps during the opening weeks of 1902.
After reaching the summit on 10 January L F Ryan, accompanied by Alois
Pollinger and Josef and Raphael Lochmatter, enjoyed a beautiful sunset
during the descent to the Weisshorn hut. On the following day Ryan and
his guides returned to Randa where rockets were fired in their honour.

Other peaks climbed for the first time in winter included Ochs or Klein
Fiescherhorn in the Bernese Alps on 20 January, by Gustav Hasler with
Christian Jossi, and the Punta dell' Argentera, the highest mountain in the
Maritime Alps, on 23 January by Victor de Cessole with J B and Jean Plent
and Dominique Martin. Two months later, on 20 March, Ettore Allegra
accompanied by Pierre Dayne and Antonio Welf climbed the Zumsteinspitze
in the Monte Rosa group, the fIrst recorded winter ascent of this peak.

In such favourable conditions the development of ski mountaineering
continued apace and several notable tours were undertaken. In the Bernese
Alps Dr J David and Paul Koenig, without guides, made the first ski ascents I

of two high peaks: the Gross Fiescherhorn on 22 January and the Jungfrau
two days later. In the Pennine Alps in January the first ski ascent of the
Cima di Jazzi was completed by a party of guides led by Victor de Beauclair
and Albert Weber. On 26 February a ski ascent of the Grenz glacier by a
large unroped party ended in tragedy when Koenig and WaIter F1ender
were killed after falling into a crevasse - the fIrst recorded fatal accident to
ski mountaineers on a glacier in the Alps.

A period of cold and rain during May was followed in June by 'an
almost tropical wave of intense and overpowering heat' in many Alpine
regions and it was hoped that the fIne weather would continue throughout
the climbing season. In the event conditions were unsettled for much of the
season, with low temperatures and an excessive amount of snow in several
districts.
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Phenomenal cold weather is prevailing in Switzerland. In some places
even snow has fallen. In the Alps a heavy snowfall is reported; the Saentis
is covered with a foot and a half of snow. The thermometer has fallen to
five degrees below zero in some districts. Such Arctic weather has not
been experienced in the month of August for many years. Snowstorms
are frequent in the Alps, and consequently mountaineering is dangerous.
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In such circumstances most expeditions were undertaken during occasional
fine spells of limited duration. In the Mont Blanc range where a surprising
number of new routes was established Emile Fontaine and the guide Joseph
Ravanel completed several notable climbs, making the first ascent, on 28
June, of the Aiguille de l'Amone at the S end of the Aiguilles Rouges du
Dolent and, on 22 August accompanied by Leon Tournier, reaching the
summit of the unclimbed Aiguille Ravanef above the Col des Cristaux.
Joseph Ravanel also played a leading part irl two other successful exped
itions: the first ascent of the N ridge of the Aiguille du Moirle with Friiuleirl
Helene Kuntze, Gustav Hasler and Eugene Simond on 19 August; and,
five days later, the first traverse of the Aiguille Sans Nom and the first ascent
of the Sans Nom ridge from the Aiguille Sans Nom to the Aiguille Verte
with R W Broadrick, A E Field and Joseph Demarchi.

On the Italian side of Mont Blanc on 27 July Ettore Allegra with Louis
Mussillon and Henri Brocherel made the first complete ascenf of the E
ridge of the Aiguille Noire de Peuterey. A few days later, on 5 August,
Giacomo Casati accompanied by Giuseppe Pedranzirli made the first ascent
of Punta Casati,4 the third highest poirlt of Les Dames Anglaises - the
group of rock pinnacles on the Peuterey ridge. On 3 September Agostino
Ferrari, Adolfo Hess and Flavio Santi with Laurent Croux, Louis Mussillon,
Joseph Brocherel and Alexis Berthod forced a route up the unclimbed S
face of Mont Blanc du Tacu1, followirlg a dangerous line exposed to stonefall
before reaching the SW ridge of the peak and the W, higher summit.

Other expeditions of note irl the Mont Blanc range irlcluded the first
direct ascent of the E face of the Aiguille d'Argentiere by the Misses Hand J
Hadjilazaro, their brother Philotas Hadjilazaro, Paul Maehly and the guide
Onesime Crettex on 17 July; the first traverse of the Col des Droites, between
Les Droites and the Tour des Courtes, by MIle Eugenie Rochat with Jean
Ducroz and Camille Ravanel on 9 August; and the first ascent, on 21 August,
of the Trident de la Brenva, above the Col du Trident, by George Yeld with
Frans:ois and Sylvairl Pession. At the eastern end of the range on 28 August
Edouard Monod-Herzen, accompanied by Onesime and Emile Crettex,
completed a difficult route on the Petit Clocher du Portalet, the famous
granite pyramid above the Orny glacier. Armed with iron pegs the party
scaled the lower half of the unclimbed S face to reach the summit by way of
the W ridge, a fine achievement for the period.
. Above the Furka Pass two new routes on the Galenstock were completed

during the season: the N ridge by the brothers Charles and Paul Montandon
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on 1 July; and the SE ridge on 7 September by Rudolf Martin with
J Piintener. In the Zermatt district on 19 July Mrs Roberts Thomson with
Christian Klucker and Christian Zippert followed a new line on the
Liskamm, climbing the NW spur to reach the W summit.

In the Bernese Alps on 24 July Helene Kuntze with Peter and Rudolf
Bernet made the first complete ascene of the NW ridge of the Lauteraar
horn, the ridge being followed in the reverse direction on the same day by
Miss Gertrude Bell with Heinrich and Ulrich Fuhrer. Two days later E H F
Bradby, J H Wicks and Claude Wilson, without guides, made the first ascent
of the SW ridge of the Schreckhorn and on 8 August Geoffrey Winthrop
Young, accompanied by Clemenz Ruppen and a local hunter, completed a
new route on the Nesthorn by climbing the S ridge. To the east in the
Dolomites on 14 and 15 September Georg and Kurt Leuchs made the
second,6 and first guideless ascent of the S face of the Marmolada. The
completion of this climb by the Leuchs brothers, who established a new
direct route in the upper part of the face, was an outstanding feat for the
period.

Elsewhere in the Alps considerable progress was made in connection
with a major engineering project, as indicated in an account published in
September.

The completion of the Simplon tunnel is now within sight. At the
half-year ending June 30 last, 13,345 yards had been cut, viz., 8,111
yards on the Swiss, or north side, and 5,234 yards on the Italian, or
south side, and since the total length of the perforation will amount to
21,550 yards, or 12'!. miles, the work of constructing the fourth Alpine
tunnel may be said to be two-thirds done....

The great length of the tunnel is due to the fact that it perforates the
Alps at a much lower altitude above sea-level than any of its three
predecessors, the Mont Cenis, the St. Gothard, and the Arlkerz, whose
summit levels are, respectively, 4,298 feet, 3,788 feet, and 4,300 feet,
whereas that of the Simplon is 2,310 feet....

The average number of men employed is upwards of 3,000, and thanks
to the elaborate precautions taken for their safety inside the tunnel and
the well-nigh perfect hygienic arrangements made for their welfare
outside, the casualty list has been very small.

As in previous years several expeditions of note were undertaken in other
mountain regions. In Norway H S Mundahl and T G Ouston visited the
Lofoten and VestenUen Islands where they completed several climbs during
August including the first ascent of Reka (607m), a spectacular obelisk on
the island of Lang0Y.

In the Caucasus the Hungarian explorer Maurice de Dechy made his
seventh and final visit to the region, accompanied on this occasion by the
geologist Desiderius Laczk6 and two guides from Tiro!' After crossing two
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passes in Dagestan, where de Dechy and the guides reached the summit of
Basardjusi (4480m) on 31 July, the party moved to the Kuban district at the
western end of the range, exploring a number of valleys on each side of the
main chain.

In July Gottfried Merzbacher approached the Tien Shan from the north
to commence a long expedition of exploration7 and scientific observation.
Accompanied by the experienced climber Hans Pfann, Hans Keidel a
geologist and the guide Franz Kostner, Merzbacher hoped to obtain a
comprehensive plan of the higher regions and, in particular, to establish
the correct location of Khan Tengri (6995m) which at that time was thought
to be the highest peak in the range. During the following weeks Merzbacher
and his companions saw the peak on several occasions but were unable to
determine its exact position. After experiencing a spell of bad weather and
a number of difficulties with the pack-horses - which at one point were
attacked by millions of gadflies - including the loss of some valuable
photographs the party crossed the Musart Pass to the southern side of the
range and Kashgar, where Pfann left the expedition and the other members
took up winter quarters on 18 October.

In June an international party led by Oscar Eckenstein arrived in the
Karakoram to explore the approaches to K2 (86llm) and to attempt the
ascent of the peak. Aleister Crowley and Guy Knowles had accepted
invitations to join the party which was completed by Dr Jules Jacot
Guillarmod of Neuchatel and the Austrian climbers Heinrich Pfannl and
Victor Wessely. After reaching the base of the peak Eckenstein's plans were
frustrated by a long period of bad weather, as he explained in a letter to
D W Freshfield.

Camp XI on Godwin Austen Glacier, about 19,500 feet: July 27, 1902.
We established our camp X, height about 18,600 feet, just 49 days ago.
Since then we've had eight partially fine days (no 3 consecutive) and
the rest of the time continuous snow storms. Never anywhere in the
world have I experienced such bad weather. Our present snow storm
has gone on for over 96 hrs., and shows as yet no sign of abatement. At
our camp here there are over 5 feet of fresh snow. Our prospects of
ascending a high mountain, or any mountain, are consequently
practically nil on this occasion. We expect quite difficulty enough 
unless material improvement in the weather ensues - in forcing our
way down. So our experience this time is a very unfortunate one. At all
events we have shown that it is possible to be for a considerable period
oftime at a height of 19,000-20,000 feet without material effect.

In such circumstances little climbing was possible but the party carried out
valuable exploration in the area and two members, Guillarmod and Wesse1y,
reached a height of some 6520m on the NE ridge of K2.
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Another party to be affected by bad weather in the same region was that
of Dr William Hunter Workman and his wife Fanny Bullock Workman
who undertook the third of their mountain journeys accompanied on this
occasion by Dr Karl Oestreich as topographer, the guide Mattias Zurbriggen
and Giuseppe Muller as porter. Leaving Arandu on 28 July the party spent
several weeks exploring the Chogo Lungma and other glaciers, making
several minor ascents and taking a large number of photographs.

In the Punjab Himalaya in August Dr Arthur Neve, accompanied by the
Rev C E Barton and a number of porters, explored the approaches to the
Nun Kun group. After travelling to the SUTU district Neve and his party
ascended the Shafat glacier, on the eastern side of the main peaks, to a
height of nearly SSOOm and a few days later reached the Barmal glacier to
the west of the group by way of the Sentik La.

In the Canadian Rockies J N Collie, HEM Stutfield and Hermann
Woolley spent several weeks in the area to the north of the Canadian Pacific
Railway accompanied by G M Weed of Boston, the guide Hans Kaufmann
and seventeen pack-horses manageCl by Fred Stephens and three other local
men. Starting from Banff Collie and his companions were able to continue
their exploration of the region and to reach the summits of several unclimbed
peaks including Mount Murchison (3333m), ascended by Collie, Stutfield,
Weed and Kaufmann on 29 July, and Hawse Peak (3290m) by the whole
climbing party on 14 August.

Another visitor to this region was the Rev James Outram who on 19 July
accompanied by the guide Christian Kaufmann made the first ascent of
Mount Columbia (3747m), the second highest peak in the range. On
reaching the summit Outram

... planted a Union Jack at the highest altitude yet reached in Canada.
The panorama was magnificent. Peaks over 80 miles away, south of

the railway, were clearly recognised, and others more distant still in the
Selkirks stood up distinctly. All the mountains within sight appeared to
be of less elevation than our peak, except Mt. Forbes. of practically
equal height, and Mt. Robson, 60 miles or so still further north.

Outram and his guide also made the first ascent of a number of other peaks
including the highest summitS (3Sl4m) of Mount Lyell on 24 July, the SW,
highest summit (3S07m) of Mount Bryce on 21 August, Mount Alexandra
(3388m) on 23 August and, on 26 August, Mount Wilson (3260m).

At the end of July the two parties joined forces, making the first ascent of
Mount Freshfield (3336m) on 4 August and, six days later, reaching the
summit of the unclimbed Mount Forbes (36l2m). On 2 September, before
returning to Banff, Collie and his party completed a fmal climb: the first
ascent of Neptuak Mountain,9 one of the Ten Peaks near Moraine Lake, to
the south of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
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In Britain, where the coronation of King Edward VII took place on
9 August, new routes were established in all the principal regions. In Wales
in September Guy Barlow and H B Buckle made the first ascent of Gashed
Crag Climb on Tryfan. In the Lake District several new climbs were
completed including Shamrock Buttress, Route 1 in the Pillar group by G D
and A P Abraham, W G Clay and H G Beeching at Easter and Broadrick's
Crack on Dow Crag by R Wand H C Broadrick and F E Edwards on 20
September. In Scotland Harold Raeburn continued his exploration of Ben
Nevis, making the first ascent, solo, of Observatory Buttress on 28 June
and two days later, with Dr and Mrs William Inglis Clark, completing the
first ascent of Raeburn's Arete on North-East Buttress.

A welcome development during the year was the formation of several
new climbing clubs. At home the Rucksack Club was founded in Manchester
'to facilitate walking tours, cave exploration, and mountaineering in the
British Isles and elsewhere, and to bring into fellowship men who are
interested in the foregoing pursuits'. The first President of the Club was
H B Dixon and 61 original members had been recorded when the list was
closed on 15 November. The foundation of the American Alpine Club was
noted by the Editor of the Alpine Journal following the issue in December lO

of the Club's first booklet which listed 45 names as founders.

We are glad to be able to announce the formation of an American Alpine
Club, of which Dr Charles Fay is the first President. Its objects are defined
as the scientific exploration and study of the higher mountain elevations
and of the regions lying within or about the Arctic or Antarctic circles;
the cultivation of the mountain craft; the promotion and dissemination
of knowledge regarding the regions above indicated.

The Editor also noted the foundation of a Dutch Alpine Club: the
Nederlandsche Alpen-Vereeniging. 'We welcome the appearance of this
new Alpine Club, and wish it every success.'

This account is concluded with an extract from the preface by Sir Martin
Conway to his book Aconcagua and Tierra del Fuego ll which was published
during the year.

Thirty years of climbing have left me fonder than ever of mountains 
of their beauty, their problems, and the activities of mind and body to
which mountains give scope. But in looking backward it is the friends I
have made amongst them, the men who have co-operated with me on
the mountain-side, that awaken in my memory the warmest response,
and that arise before me far clearer than do the scenes of their exploits.

Many readers will appreciate these sentiments by Conway, one of the great
explorers of his day.
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REFERENCES

A ski ascent is defIned by Sir Arnold Lunn as 'an expedition on which
ski were used until the foot of the fInal rock or ice ridges.'

2 Named by Emile Fontaine after Joseph Ravanel- the famous guide
Ravanel, le Rouge.

3 Short sections in the upper part of the ridge had been followed by other
parties during previous ascents of the peak by way of the Couloir Rey.

4 Pointe Casati. Named in memory of Giacomo Casati who lost his life
on the Piramide Vincent in the Monte Rosa group on 23 August 1903.

5 The fInal section of the ridge had been followed by J Oakley Maund
and John Baumann with Johann Jaun, Andreas Maurer and Emile
Rey on 4 August 1881.

6 The fIrst ascenthad been made by Beatrice Tomasson with Michele Bettega
and Bartol0 Zagonel on 1 July 1901.

7 For further details of this expedition see AJ 101, 131-139, 1996.
8 Now named Edward Peak in honour of the guide Edward Feuz junior

who was employed by the Canadian PacifIc Railway Company from
1903 to 1949.

9 Peak Nine of the Ten Peaks which were named originally by S E S
AlIen from the numerals of the Stoney Indian language.

10 The fIrst meeting of the Club was held on 2 January 1903.
11 Sir Martin Conway, Aconcagua and Tierra del Fuego: a Book of Climbing,

Travel and Exploration. London, Cassell & Co., 1902.



52. AiguiIJes Noire (left) and Blanche de Peurerey with (centre) Les Dames Anglaises. (Alfred Holmes) (P240)



53. Galensrock and the Rhone glacier. (Arthur Gardner, 1934) (P240)



54. K2 from c. 5950m near Camp XI, 1902 Expedition. (Oscar Eckenstein, /902) (p240)



55. Dr and Mrs Workman's party near the head of the Chogo Lungma glacier, 1902.
(Drand Mrs W H Workman, 1902) (p240)



56. Mount Freshfield, Canadian Rockies. (l Monroe Thorington, 1922) (p240)
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